
   

 

BRS  IBDP 
 

 

Handbook 



   

 

Mission Statement 

 

The vision of BRS is to cultivate global citizens who have both an international perspective and a 

good understanding of Chinese culture. Its mission is to gather and utilize international resources to 

give both the students and the staff the opportunity to explore global education, especially to 

experience cultural diversity, thereby bringing the world closer to families, communities and districts. 

It is believed and expected that empowered, students and staff at BRS will have the opportunity and 

capacity to contribute in global affairs either now or in the future. 
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What is the IB Diploma Programme (DP)? 

The International Baccalaureate Organization (IB) describes its DP as: 

“The International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) is one of the world’s most 

exciting educational courses for 16-19 year olds. It focuses on personal, professional and 

academic development and is globally recognized by universities for the holistic and rigorous 

education it provides. The IB works hard to make sure the DP is globally recognized by 

universities, with its students gaining competitive offers for further study.” 

The IB Diploma is therefore a programme of studies taken in the last two years of secondary 

school that covers a broad liberal arts spectrum. The IB DP has been designed to address the 

intellectual, social, emotional and physical well-being of students. 

1.  BRS mission 

The BRS mission is to create a positive learning environment that provides our students with the 

academic, social, and leadership skills necessary to cultivate future world leaders who have an 

international perspective and are able to compete on a global level.  We challenge our students 

to be compassionate and inspired persons who act for the good of all and for the sustainable 

development of our global society. 

2.  DP program organization chart 
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3.  IB mission and philosophy 

The driving force behind the Diploma Programme is a philosophy about the nature of education, 

which is expressed in the IB’s mission statement, in the IB learner profile and in the fundamental 

principles on which the curriculum is based and which continue to inspire its development. 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 

people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding 

and respect. To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international 

organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous 

assessment. These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, 

compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, 

can also be right. 

4.  IB learner profile 
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5.  IB diploma and University Admission 

 

 

University Recognition for the IB Diploma Programme 

 

The Diploma Programme (DP) enjoys a high level of respect and recognition among the world’s 

higher education institutions. For students, success in the IB often results in advanced standing, 

course credit, scholarships, and other admissions related benefits at many universities. 

 

According to IBO’s Facts and Figures, there are IB World Schools in nearly 150 countries 

throughout the world, and students send exam results to higher education institutions in nearly 

90 countries annually. Given the wide diversity of local education systems it can be difficult to 

understand how the IB is recognized in various parts of the world. 
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University admission officials say the DP is the best qualification for developing students’ 

non-academic skills and preparing them for further education and careers. 

To learn more about university policy, read about IB University Policy Index. 

 

 
 

6.  Policies - How we deliver the IB program at BRC 

Policy 1 admission 

Policy 2 language 

Policy 3 Assessment 

Policy 4 Academic Honesty 

Policy 5 Inclusive Education Policy 
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7.  DP model 

 

8.  Course Offerings 

The curriculum is made up of the DP core and six subject groups.  

The three core elements are: 

 Theory of knowledge, in which students reflect on the nature of knowledge and on how we 

know what we claim to know. 

 The extended essay, which is an independent, self-directed piece of research, finishing with 

a 4,000-word paper. 

 Creativity, activity, service, in which students complete a project related to those three 

concepts. 

The six subject groups are: 

 Studies in language and literature 

 Language acquisition 

 Individuals and societies 

 Sciences 

 Mathematics 

 The arts 

There are different courses within each subject group. 

Students choose courses from above six subject groups and they may opt to study an additional 

sciences, individuals and societies, or languages course, instead of a course in the arts. 

HL and SL courses differ in scope but are measured according to the same grade descriptors, 

with students expected to demonstrate a greater body of knowledge, understanding and skills at 

http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/theory-of-knowledge/
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/extended-essay/
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/creativity-activity-and-service/cas-projects/
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/language-and-literature/
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/language-acquisition/
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/sciences/
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/mathematics/
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/the-arts/
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higher level. Each student takes at least three (but not more than four) subjects at higher level, 

and the remaining at standard level. Standard level subjects take up 150 teaching hours. Higher 

level comprises 240 teaching hours. 

 

Group 1 Studies in Language & Literature  

Aims 

The aims of Group 1 Languages taught at Standard Level (SL) and at Higher Level (HL) are to: 

 Introduce students to a range of texts from different periods, styles and genres 

 Develop in students the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts and 

make relevant connections 

 Develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication 

 Encourage students to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are written 

and received 

 Encourage, through the study of texts, an appreciation of the different perspectives of 

people from other cultures, and how these perspectives construct meaning 

 Encourage students to appreciate the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts 

 Promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, language and literature 

In addition, the aims of the Language A – Literature course taught at SL and at HL are to: 

 Develop in students an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism 

 Develop the students’ ability to form independent literary judgments and to support those 

ideas 

 

Group 2 Language Acquisition 

Aims 

Group 2 consists of three language courses accommodating the different levels of linguistic 

proficiency that students have when they begin. There is a single set of Group 2 aims, which are 

common to all the courses, but the assessment objectives are differentiated according to what 

the students are expected to be able to demonstrate at the end of each course. 

 

The aims of Group 2 are to: 

 Develop students’ intercultural understanding 

 Enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of 

contexts and for a variety of purposes 

 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and 

appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures 

 Develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

 Develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with 

which they are familiar 

 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an 

additional language 

 Provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through 

knowledge of an additional language 
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Group 3 Individuals and Societies  

Aims 

The aims of all subjects in Group 3, individuals and societies are to: 

 Encourage the systematic and critical study of: human experience and behavior; physical, 

economic and social environments; and the history and development of social and cultural 

institutions 

 Develop in the student the capacity to identify, to analyze critically and to evaluate theories, 

concepts and arguments about the nature and activities of the individual and society 

 Enable the student to collect, describe and analyze data used in studies of society, to test 

hypotheses, and to interpret complex data and source material 

 Promote the appreciation of the way in which learning is relevant both to the culture in which 

the student lives, and to the culture of other societies 

 Develop awareness in the student that human attitudes and beliefs are widely diverse and 

that the study of society requires an appreciation of such diversity 

 Enable the student to recognize that the content and methodologies of the subjects in Group 

3 are contestable and that their study requires the tolerance of uncertainty 

 

Group 4 Sciences 

Aims 

It is in this context that all the Diploma Program experimental science courses should aim to: 

 Provide opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context that will 

stimulate and challenge students 

 Provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and 

technology 

 Enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that 

characterize science and technology 

 Develop an ability to analyze, evaluate and synthesize scientific information 

 Engender an awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and 

communication during scientific activities 

 Develop experimental and investigative scientific skills 

 Develop and apply the students’ information and communication technology skills in the 

study of science 

 Raise awareness of the moral, ethical, social, economic and environmental implications of 

using science and technology 

 Develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations associated with science and 

scientists 

 Encourage an understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and the 

overarching nature of the scientific method 

 

Group 5 Mathematics 

Aims 

The aims of all mathematics courses in Group 5 are to enable students to: 

 Enjoy mathematics, and develop an appreciation of the elegance and power of mathematics 

 Develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics 
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 Communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts 

 Develop logical, critical and creative thinking, and patience and persistence in 

problem-solving 

 Employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization 

 Apply and transfer skills to alternative situations, to other areas of knowledge and to future 

developments 

 Appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced each other 

 Appreciate the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of 

mathematicians and the applications of mathematics 

 Appreciate the international dimension in mathematics through an awareness of the 

universality of mathematics and its multicultural and historical perspectives 

 Appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other disciplines, and as a particular “area of 

knowledge” in the Theory of Knowledge course 

 

Group 6 Visual Arts 

Aims 

The aims of Visual Arts in Group 6 are to enable to: 

 Develop capable, inquiring and knowledgeable students 

 Encourage students to locate their ideas within international contexts  

 Encourage respect for cultural and aesthetic differences and promotes creative thinking and 

problem solving 

 Engage in both practical exploration and artistic production, and in independent contextual, 

visual and critical investigation 

 Welcome students who seek life enrichment through visual arts. 

In addition to exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different 

contexts, students are expected to engage in, experiment with and critically reflect upon a wide 

range of contemporary practices and media.  

 

Core Courses 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 

TOK requirement is central to the educational philosophy of the Diploma Program. It offers 

students and their teachers the opportunity to: 

 Reflect critically on diverse ways of knowing and on areas of knowledge 

 Consider the role and nature of knowledge in their own culture, in the cultures of others and 

in the wider world 

In addition, it prompts students to: 

 Be aware of themselves as thinkers, encouraging them to become more acquainted with the 

complexity of knowledge 

 Recognize the need to act responsibly in an increasingly interconnected but uncertain world 

As a thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different ways of knowing, and into different kinds of 

knowledge, TOK is composed almost entirely of questions. The most central of these is “How do 

we know?” It is a stated aim of TOK that students should become aware of the interpretative 

nature of knowledge, including personal ideological biases, regardless of whether, ultimately, 

these biases are retained, revised or rejected. TOK also has an important role to play in 
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providing coherence for the student as it transcends and links academic subject areas, thus 

demonstrating the ways in which they can apply their knowledge with greater awareness and 

credibility. 

 

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) 

CAS is a fundamental part of the IB Diploma curriculum. The CAS requirement takes seriously 

the importance of life outside the world of scholarship, providing a counterbalance to the 

academic program. Participation in theater productions, sports and community service activities 

encourages young people to share their energies and special talents while developing 

awareness, concern and the ability to work cooperatively with others. 

BRS provides many opportunities for students to get involved in a variety of Creativity, Activity 

and Service activities. Students are also encouraged to follow their own interests and get 

involved in other activities not sponsored by the school. 

Students should thoughtfully align their activities with the 8 learning objectives. 

Reflection on student participation is another important component of the CAS program. 

 

Creativity 

Creative activities engage the artistic and aesthetic development of the student. 

Creative activities must be actively participated in by the student, and not merely involve the 

student as a spectator. Creative hours may be satisfied (for example) by active involvement in 

dance, theater, music and art activities outside the normal curriculum. 

This aspect of CAS is interpreted as imaginatively as possible to cover a wide range of arts and 

other activities beyond the normal curriculum which include creative thinking in the design and 

carrying out of service projects. This could involve doing dance, theater, music and art, for 

example. 

Students should be engaged in group activities, and especially in new roles, wherever possible. 

Nevertheless, individual commitment to learning an art form is allowed, where it respects the 

requirements for all CAS activities: that goals are set and the student reflects on progress. 

 

Activity 

Action-based activities take place after school hours and are not included in the curriculum. 

Activity hours may include physical activities such as playing on sports teams, participating in 

after school clubs, participating in civic organizations, etc. This aspect of CAS can include 

participation in expeditions, individual and team sports, and physical activities outside the normal 

curriculum; it also includes physical activity involved in carrying out creative and service projects. 

Activity may involve participation in sports or other activities requiring physical exertion—such as 

expeditions and camping trips, or digging trenches to lay water pipes to bring fresh water to a 

village. 

Students should be encouraged toward group and team activities, and undertaking new roles, 

but an individual commitment is acceptable where the general requirements of CAS are met: 

goals are set and the student reflects on progress. 

Both creativity and activity can be enhanced by incorporating the service element. 

Students involved in the arts and in physical activities might consider coaching or teaching 

young children, seniors in residential homes, street children and so on. 
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Service 

Service encourages students to experience the rewards of helping others in their community and 

world. Service hours encompass meaningful interactions between students and those that they 

help, including such activities as volunteering for peer-tutoring, visiting residents of a retirement 

home, working at community food or furniture banks, fundraising for emergency disaster relief, 

etc. Service activities should lead students to “show respect for the dignity and self-respect of 

others.” 

Service projects and activities are often the most transforming element for the individual student; 

they have the potential to nurture and mold the global citizen. 

Service involves interaction, such as the building of links with individuals or groups in the 

community. The community may be the school, the local district, or it may exist on national and 

international levels (such as undertaking projects of assistance in a developing country). 

Service activities should not only involve doing things for others but also doing things with others 

and developing a real commitment with them. The relationship should therefore show respect for 

the dignity and self-respect of others. 

 

Extended Essay 

IB students are required to write an extended essay of 4,000 words. They will engage in 

independent research through an in-depth study of a question related to one of the Diploma 

subjects they are studying. This academic endeavor offers students the opportunity to learn the 

research, organization, and academic writing skills expected at university. 

 

IB Courses BRS Plan to Offer in Grade 11 2018-2019: 

Studies in Language and Literature: 

Chinese A: Literature (HL) 

Language Acquisition: 

English B (HL + SL) 

Individuals and Societies: 

Economics (HL + SL) 

Business and Management (HL + SL) 

Experimental Sciences: 

Biology (HL + SL) 

Chemistry (HL + SL) 

Physics (HL+SL) 

Mathematics: 

Mathematics (HL + SL) 

Visual Arts 

 

9.  Assessments 

Components of an IB Course: Internal Assessment (IA) and IB Exams 
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Internal Assessment (20–30% of the Course Grade) 

The IB curriculum requires that students complete a major “project” in each IB Course they take. 

Regardless of the type of project, students are asked to apply the knowledge and skills they are 

learning in the class to this assignment. To ensure consistency, IA projects are also “moderated”. 

This means that while the individual teacher is responsible for grading and assessing the 

students work, the IB randomly requests samples of this work to be examined by IB examiners 

who check to see that teachers are applying the correct grading criteria. This step is essentially a 

“safeguard” to ensure that teacher-grading practices are consistent with IB standards. The 

moderation process is an important part of maintaining consistency, fairness, high standards, 

and accountability in the IB DP. The IA requirement also serves to lessen the relative impact of 

the examination at the end of the Course. Students who are not necessarily good test-takers 

may excel at the IA project, thereby helping to help balance any unexpected exam results. 

 

IB Exams (70–80% of the Course Grade) 

In May of the second year of the IB Diploma/Courses Programme, students will undertake IB 

exams. IB exams are comprehensive; they are usually based on two years worth of teaching 

materials. Therefore, they require a great deal of revision and preparation by the student. These 

exams are created by the IB and sent by courier to each IB school. The exams themselves are 

“externally assessed” (graded) by trained examiners, throughout the world, based upon 

published grading criteria. 

 

Grading 

After the final examinations each subject is graded on a scale of 1 to 7. 

7 Excellent 

6 Very Good 

5 Good 

4 Satisfactory 

3 Mediocre 

2 Poor 

1 Very Poor 

 

Diploma award 

In order to achieve the IB Diploma a candidate must fulfill certain requirements; at its most basic 

a candidate must achieve at least 24 points from their combined grades in six subjects, together 

with their grades for theory of knowledge and the extended essay, and also complete the 

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) element. Excellent performance in the six subject areas results 

in a grade 7 for each, or a total of 42 points. Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay 

combine to contribute a possible 3 additional points to the overall score, giving a maximum 

diploma score of 45 points. According to the quality of the work, and based on the application of 

these assessment criteria, a student’s performance in each of the EE and TOK will fall into one 

of the following five bands: 

 

A = Work of an excellent standard 

B = Work of an good standard 
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C = Work of an satisfactory standard 

D = Work of an mediocre standard 

E = Work of an elementary standard 

 

The total number of points awarded is determined by the combination of the performance levels 

achieved by the student in both the EE and TOK according to the following matrix. 

 

10.  A Brief Guide to ManageBac 

ManageBac is an online service that it is built for IB students, teachers, Patents and coordinators 

on the go.  

Students will log-in credentials to ManageBac so that they may communicate with teachers and 

supervisors, view important files and IB deadlines, propose CAS ideas and Extended Essay 

topics, upload images and documents, and reflect on CAS from their computers, iPads, iPhones, 

or any other iOS device. 

All teachers use ManageBac to post information about student learning, such as assignments, 

hand-outs, useful links, grades, etc. Furthermore set the deadline for student submission. 

Diploma Programme parents will also receive log-in credentials so that they may have access to 

their student’s progress as well. For example, parents will also be able to track 

students’circumstance through the ManageBac system, including students’learning progress, 

extra-curricular activities and arrange the homework etc. In addition, the public display of the 

school important events schedule.  

Coordinators will browse IB Diploma programme plan worksheets; view personalized exam 

calendars; organize IB deadlines and assignments. 

11.  Learning Supports and Resources 

1) Library 

The libraries are resource centers for students and staff. Students and staff are welcome to the 
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libraries during opening hours. Library opening hours are Monday to Friday, 08:00am - 4:30pm 

on Monday to Friday. Learners have the opportunity to borrow books from the library. Students, 

staff and parents must take responsibility for the books and materials that they borrow. All books 

and materials borrowed from the library must be returned. Students will be required to pay for 

any lost or damaged items. Please be advised that all outstanding borrowed materials and/or 

fees must be settled with the library prior to the issuance of any further library items and/or 

release of official school documents, including academic reports and transcripts. Moreover, there 

are trained and qualified librarian educators who are willing to work with teachers to provide 

advice and assistance, and to teach information skills to students prepare to use libraries, books 

and information throughout their lives. It must have a full-time librarian who is available during 

the school day to assist students with reading and research. Parents are welcome to volunteer to 

help in the library. These skills include:  

 Using reference resources 

 Locating fiction and non-fiction 

 Using digital media 

 Internet research skills 

Moreover, the rule of lost library books, books should be returned in the same condition as when 

borrowed. Lost books should be reported to the Librarian who will then locate the name, author 

and ISBN number of the lost book. If you lost the book, a penalty fee is to be paid. This fee varies 

as to the type of book that is lost.  

 

2) Student Council 

There is a wide variety of after-school activities offered to academic challenges for student 

council. For example, Students are offered the opportunity to participate in self-government, 

decision-making and project-planning through the Student Council. What is more, the Student 

Council meets once every week during spare time to discuss issues, concerns, and requests for 

action. They also co-ordinate school-wide events and class or club fund-raising activities and 

organize annual events.  

 

3) Teaching Venues 

There are various types of teaching venues in different floors to facilitate various activities at 

Beijing Royal Campus. Including: General classroom; Lecture theatre; Auditorium; Conference 

Room; Multi-media Laboratory.  

 

4) Specialties Laboratories 

Various specialties laboratories are designed to cope with the teaching and learning needs of 

different programmes. Including: Physics, Chemistry and Biology lab.   


